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     Who’d have thought it could get dry again ? Some have missed out on storms, often by only a few kays, and are very very  dry. Here on Moto dry is good.
    Warning ! Do not AI between 12/3 and 1/4 if you want to avoid calvings at Xmas and New Year. 
    Sexed semen has been used in dairy herds for years and is now increasingly available in beef cattle. In dairy cattle it has been used solely for heifer production and ET, but in beef cattle it can be used for both steers/bulls and heifers. The hardest thing is maximising the pregnancy rate to AI. Fixed time AI can have disappointing results, so a mix of fixed and AI on heat detection can be done.
    I was discussing foetal losses with a client the other day. It is said 5 abortions  per 100 calvings is acceptable or normal. More than this and you think of neosporosis, vibrio, 3 Day, excess dietary nitrogen, viral and bacterial infections, act of God etc. All but the last can be diagnosed with blood samples, swabs and post mortems. We can get free lab work for this sort of investigation this financial year.
     Scouring calves are common and it’s usually only when there are deaths that investigation occurs. Short of post mortems, faecal samples give us the most information on worms, coccidia, cryptosporidia, viral and bacterial causes. Then we go to blood samples and autopsies. So bring in faecal samples first.
                    
      Cattle Diseases of the Month
Theileria 
calvings
swollen hocks
sheath injuries
pink eye 
blood wart
No 3 Day seen yet, the only confirmed cases at Casino/Lismore




  



  
And in the Horses……
    If horses are new to the area and Setaria specifically they will need calcium supplementation to prevent Big Head, lameness and limb fractures.
   A word on castration or gelding. My preference is to geld horses at 8 mths old, which gives them about two more months on the mare. They recover well, don’t swell up and are small enough to be easily handled for the anaesthetic. By then both testes should be down. If not, mostly if there is a retained one it will be in the groin. Retained testes can be found in the inguinal canal or further up in the abdomen. It can be delayed if you are worried about a retained testis, but if not there by one year old the chances are it won’t drop down. Mini horses and donkeys  I leave a bit longer.  RUN DATES FOR MARCH
LANSDOWNE…………..……………THURS 2ND
OXLEY/MITCHELL’S IS………………TUES 7TH
HANNAM VALE………….…………THURS 9TH
DYER’S CROSSING…..……………..TUES 14TH
WINGHAM…………………..……..THURS 16TH
LORNE/COMBOYNE…………………TUES 21ST
COOMBA AND THE DEEP SOUTH….THURS 23RD


    If in the abdomen it can be a bit more complicated.
   Tetanus prevention can be given from 3 mths old, two vaccinations four weeks apart.
     
           Horse diseases of the month
Cuts
Colics
choke
lamenesses
foot abscesses
itchy horses
warts
ringworm
spavin
habronema - this is a fly that lays eggs in the corner of eyes and on sheaths. You see a white gritty, granular appearance, and can be cured with ‘mectin wormers 

sequestrum on a canon bone after a kick
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